Erwin Vann - Saxophonist/composer/arranger/producer 

www.erwinvann.com
erwinvann@skynet.be
Erwin Vann has been working as a professional jazz musician since 1985. He performed in clubs and at 

major festivals all over Europe and in Canada, USA, Argentina, Senegal, Ivory Coast, South Africa. 

He has worked with musicians such as Toots Thielemans, Joe Lovano, Wayne Shorter, Aldo Romano, 

Norma Winstone, Kenny Wheeler, Billy Hart, Paolo Fresu, Feya Faku, Louis Mhlanga, Marc Ducret, Michel 

Herr, Bruno Castellucci, Michel Benita, Ricardo Del Fra, Karl Berger, Pierre Tanguay, Lindsey Horner, Jeff 

Williams, Rita Marcotulli, Paul Van Kemenade, Eric Van der Westen, Hein Van de Geyn, Nugyen Lé, Simon 

Goubert, Bobby Previte, and many others. 

He was elected “Best Belgian Tenor Saxophonist of 1998” (Jazz Referendum, VRT/RTBF (National Radio) 

Listeners Choice). In 1995, he received the “SPES Prize” for his project ”Worlds”. Previously, he received 

the “SAX of the Best Soloist of the  Year 1991” (Belgian specialized press), and was elected “Best Soloist” 

at the Jazz Rallye of Brussels in 1989. 

Erwin Vann composes for the Brussels Jazz Orchestra, Belgium’s internationally reknowned big band, and 

has made horn arrangements for nusoul band Moiano, hip hop producer Krewcial and Tom Kestens’ 

“Lalalover”. 

He is leader of the ERWIN VANN GROUP with Dré Pallemaerts (drums & laptop), Michel Hatzigeorgiou 

(Fender bass), Jozef Dumoulin (Fender Rhodes & electronics) and Ingrid Weetjens (vocals).  

Recently his work has taken on a new direction incorporating new technologies and various performing 

arts. 

He performs solo with KOYA, a project for saxophone and live electronics.  

Since 2002, Erwin Vann has been working intensively with Canadian choreographer David Pressault, 

composing music for and performing in “They Won’t Lie Down”. He also composed music for “ In Vein”, a 

solo for Canadian dancer Ziyian Kwan, choreographed by Pressault. 

In 2003, he composed and produced the soundtracks for the animated short film « Le Complot De 

Famille » by William Henne (Zorobabel), and for the documentary “Traces / Part 1: Burkina Faso “ by Katy 

Lena N’Diaye (Neon Rouge Productions), which received Special Jury Mentions at “Vues d’Afrique” 

(Montréal), Festival du Film d’Abidjan, Carthage Film Festival, and the Grand Prix du Jury at the Festival 

du Film d’Afrique et des Iles (Ile de la Réunion). 

In 2004, he composed and produced the music for the contemporary dance short film “They Won’t Lie 

Down” directed by Michael Kelly and David Pressault (Bravo!FACT, Canada). 

Furthermore, he made music for TV programs “Reflets Sud” (TV5 International) and “Franc Parler” (TV5 

Afrique). 

Peter Hertmans – guitar

home.tiscali.be/peter.hertmans/
peterhertmans@versateladsl.be 
Peter Hertmans a d’abord étudié le piano classique à l’académie de Gentbrugge avant de se tourner vers la guitare jazz, à l’âge de 20 ans. Il prend des cours de guitare avec Paolo Radoni puis avec Wim Overgauw à Hilversum en 1993. Il a collaboré avec e.a. Phil Abraham, Laurent Blondiau, le Brussels Jazz Orchestra, Philip Catherine, Bruno Castellucci, Jean-Pierre Catoul, Billy Hart, Michel Herr, Jeroen Van Herzeele, Lindsey Horner, Bert Joris, Jeanne Lee, Mark Levine, Nathalie Loriers, Charlie Mariano, Ed Neumeister, Anca Parghel, Aldo Romano, John Ruocco, Toots Thielemans, Gust William Tsilis, Frank Vaganée, Pierre Vaiana, Erwin Vann.

Fondateur avec Jeroen Van Herzeele des groupes Ode for Joe et Greetings from Mercury, il a également fait  partie du quintet de Sal Larocca et du septet réuni par Ivan Paduart “True Stories”.

Il se produit régulièrement en duo avec Erwin Vann ou dans sa propre formation en trio ou en sextet.

Il a reçu le prix du meilleur soliste au festival de jazz de Wroclaw (Pologne) ainsi que le prix du public au Gaume Jazz Festival en 1990.

De 1983 à 1992 il a enseigné au Jazz Studio à Antwerpen. Depuis 1992 il enseigne au Koninklijk Conservatorium à Bruxelles et est coordinateur de la section jazz du Lemmens instituut à Leuven depuis 1996.

Discographie

En tant que leader ou co-leader:

Waiting (avec John Ruocco, Hein Van de Geyn et Billy Hart) ; 

Ode for Joe (avec Jeroen Van Herzeele) ; Buddies (avec Marco Locurcio) ; 

Restless (avec Jean-Pierre Catoul) ; 

Caribbean Fire Dance (Ode For Joe)

Peter Hertmans trio

En tant que sideman  ou compositeur:

School is out (Ton Van de Geyn), At the Crossroads (Jeroen Van Herzeele), The Miles Davis Project (Jan Verwey), Hommage à René Thomas (Fabien Degryse), The Queen of the Apple Pie (Laurent Blondiau Quintet), Continuance (Greetings From Mercury), True Stories (Ivan Paduart), Towards the Light (Castellucci Strintet), le Chant des Sirènes (avec Alex Furnelle).

Born in Ghent the 10th of April 1960.

Musical studies : ear-training (solfeggio) and piano.

As a jazz guitar player, he is self-taught

Plays and/or played with Janice LAKERS, Phil ABRAHAM, Jean-Louis RASSINFOSSE, Bert JORIS, John RUOCCO, Dave PIKE, Slide HAMPTON, Philip CATHERINE, Bruno CASTELLUCCI, Toots THIELEMANS, Hein VAN DE GEYN, Billy HART, Frank VAGANÉE and Erwin VANN.

Leads his own groups, a.o. with John RUOCCO or "ODE FOR JOE" with Jeroen VAN HERZEELE (CD). He also recorded in quartet with guitarist Marco LOCURCIO (CD "BUDDIES"), plays in a trio with Bas COOYMANS and Bruno CASTELLUCCI, and with saxophonist Jeroen VAN HERZEELE and his band GREETINGS FROM MERCURY.

In 1999, he records the CD "RESTLESS" (Quetzal) with violin player Jean-Pierre CATOUL, with also Michel HERR (p, kb), Michel HATZIGEORGIOU (el. bass) and Bruno CASTELLUCCI (drs), released in 2000 by Quetzal records. The CATOUL/HERTMANS bandmade several successful live appearances until the tragic death of the violinist.

In 2000, he tours with TRUE STORY, an all stars band created by Ivan PADUART (CD True Stories, IGLOO Igl 146, a.o. with Charlie MARIANO on sax).

He appears in trio for RTBF radio with the trio Michel HERR/Fabrice ALLEMAN/Peter HERTMANS.

He also participates in the "Maria SCHNEIDER Project" with the Brussels Jazz Orchestra.

He also co-leads a quartet with saxophonist Erwin VANN and plays with the quintet of bassist Sal LA ROCCA.

Peter HERTMANS teaches guitar, ensemble and musical theory at the Royal Brussels Conservatory and at the Lemmens Instituut in Leuven.
Nicolas Thys - Acoustic & electric bass, guitar, keyboard, vocals.

http://www.nicolasthys.com/
Né en Belgique le 27 août 1968 et basé à New York, Nicolas a étudié la basse et la contrebasse au Conservatoire de Hilversum aux Pays-Bas, d’où il est sorti gradué “cum laude” en ‘93. Il a aussi suivi des cours privés avec Marc Johnson, Marc Helias et Dave Holland.

Nicolas Thys performed a.o. with: Toshiko Akioshi Big Band, Kurt Rosenwinkle, Jojo Mayer, Zap Mama, Rick Hollander, Lee Konitz, Judy Niemack, Ferdinand Povel, Ali Ryerson, Topaz, John Patitucci, Ben Van Den Deugen/Jarmo Hoogendijk Quintet, Harold Land, Wim Overgauw, the Dutch radio orchestra Metropole, the Timeless Orchestra, Mike Stern, Fabrizio Cassol, Garret List and the New Belgian Big Band, Gary Smulyan, Franco Ambrosetti, Ben Monder, Dusko Dojkovic, Jeff Williams, Simon Nabatov, Marc Ducret, Toots Thielemans, Marc Turner, Bob Malach, Jasper Van't Hoff, Benny Bailey, Mal Waldron, Jeanne Lee, Peter Bernstein, Bob Brookmeyer.

Nick Thys played in more than 40 countries, he played at Whatis Jazz Festival (NYC), Montreal Jazz Festival, Yokohama Jazz Festival, Montreux Jazz Festival, toured Japan with Kenny Werner/Toots Thielemans.

Has a player he received several awards in Belgium: with the GVA Quintet 1991, Jazz Rally. 1992, Prix de la Communauté Française in Liège. With his trio, Jazz Hoeilaart Prize 1993. With 'Five Up High' Leverkusen 1st Prize 1994. '98 Belgian critics (french speaking) poll: best Belgian acoustic bass player.'98 Alice's 5 Moons nominated for the 2AMV Awards. 2001 Django d'Or selection.

He worked for 3 month in New York with styllist/crooner Isaac Mizrahi. In 94, a recording of his trio was played on 124 radio stations in the US and in Canada. Took part in different projects in New York with Chris Cheek, Seamus Blake, Steve Cardenas, Bill Mc Henry, Jeff Williams. Introducing Alice's 5 Moons released in '97, its first CD. His Latest, todate, is his participation in Nice Guys (tours in USA, Japan, Belgium, Germany) with : Bill Mc Henry (sax), Taka Nakamura (keys, sampler, trumpet), Falk Willis (drums). Current tour projects include Toots Thielemans, Walter Lang, Bill Carrothers, Chris Defoort. Currently Recording Alice's 5 Moons 2 in New York, and recording with a.o. : Ronny Drayton (ex DeFunkt Guitar), Gintas (Drums ex Bilal), DD Gutman (Keybord, Bebel Gilberto), Zeke ZimA (Guitar ex Marcy Playground).
Billy Hart – drums

http://www.billyhartmusic.com/
William "Billy" Hart (né le 29 novembre 1940) a joué avec les musiciens les plus importants de l’histoire du jazz :

Buck Hill, Shirley Horn, the Montgomery Brothers (1961), Jimmy Smith (1964-1966), and Wes Montgomery (1966-1968), Wayne Shorter, Joe Zawinul, Eddie Harris, Pharoah Sanders, Marian McPartland, Herbie Hancock's sextet (1969-1973), McCoy Tyner (1973-1974), Stan Getz (1974-1977), Miles Davis sur l’album de 1972 “On the Corner”...

Actuellement Billy est un des batteurs de jazz et professeurs les plus demandés. Il a enregistré plus de 400 albums. Son groupe actuel est un quartet avec Mark Turner, Ethan Iverson, et Ben Street. Ils ont sorti un album en aout 2006 sur le label High Note.

Hart was born in Washington D.C. on November 29, 1940.

His first steady gigs of note were with Shirley Horn and Buck Hill.  In the 1960’s he toured with Jimmy Smith, Wes Montgomery, Eddie Harris, and Pharoah Sanders. In 1970 he joined Herbie Hancock’s Sextet, and after that band broke up in 1973 he joined first McCoy Tyner (two years) and then Stan Getz (four).  In the 1980’s Hart was a regular with many bands and leaders:  Gerry Mulligan, Billy Harper, Clark Terry, The New York Jazz Quartet, the Jazztet, Mingus Dynasty and most extensively with Quest  (with David Liebman, Ritchie Beirach, and Ron McClure). In the 1990’s Hart was a member of the Charles Lloyd, Joe Lovano, and Tom Harrell groups, and in 1999 he began performing with the Three Tenors (Liebman, Lovano, and Michael Brecker). He is on about 500 hundred records as a sideman.

Billy Hart's own records include:

Enchance (1977, A&M Horizon) with Dewey Redman, Marvin “Hannibal” Peterson, Eddie Henderson, Oliver Lake, Don Pullen, Buster Williams, and Dave Holland

Such Great Friends (1983, Strata East) with Billy Harper, Stanley Cowell, and Reggie Workman.

Oshumare (1985, Gramavision) with Steve Coleman, Branford Marsalis, Didier Lockwood, Kenny Kirkland, Bill Frisell, Kevin Eubanks, Mark Grey, and Dave Holland

Great Friends (1986, Evidence) with Sonny Fortune, Billy Harper, Stanley Cowell, and Reggie Workman

Rah (1987, Gramavision) with Dave Liebman, Kenny Kirkland, Eddie Henderson, Ralph Moore, Kevin Eubanks, Bill Frisell, Mark Grey, Eddie Gomez, Buster Williams, and Caris Visentin

Amethyst (1993, Arabesque) with John Stubblefield, Mark Feldman, David Fiuczynski, David Kikoski, Marc Copland, and Santi Debriano

Oceans of Time (1996, Arabesque) with John Stubblefield, Chris Potter, Mark Feldman, David Fiuczynski, David Kikoski, and Santi Debriano

Since the early 1990’s Billy Hart has devoted a lot of time to teaching.

He spends considerable time at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, but he is also adjunct faculty at the New England Conservatory of Music and Western Michigan University.

He also teaches private lessons through The New School and New York University,

and often contributes to the Stokes Forest Music Camp and the Dworp Summer Jazz Clinic in Belgium.

Billy Hart plays Pearl Drums and Zildjian cymbals.

